












1981. Given the rich hiswry ofurban agriculture, is urban agriculture 

still on the decline, or is it experiencing a renaissance? 

7. Duluth was an exceptional urban-agriculture case because it involved

co Ila boration from so many parts of society-particularly from

business leaders. Can such collaboration occur today? Should it?
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Municipal Housekeepers and the High Cost of Living 

The Establishment oJGardenin9 Pro9rams and Farmers Markets 

by Grand Rapids Women's Clubs in the Earl� Twentieth Century 

JAYSON OTTO 

On March 21, 1917, Eva McCall Hamilton was quoted on the front page of the 

Grand Rapids Hrrald: "The retail market will become an institution in Grand 

Rapids. The tu ming over of vacant city lots to householders is also a splendid 

idea. These things show the spirit of Grand Rapids," Hamilton, who would 

go on to be tile first female senator in Michigan, was reveling in her victory 

won the previous evening at Grand Rapids City Hall. That night she had 

used her influence as a memberofthe mayor-appointed High Cost of Living 

Commission to overcome a filibuster blocking a $2,000 appropriation for the 

development of the first public retail market in Grand Rapids, Michigan.' At 

the same meeting, she helped push through a resolution that gave the city 

comptroller power to distribute over three hundred vacant lots in the city to 

individuals, fumilics, or other groups of community members wanting to 

grow their own food (Grand Rapids Press [GRP], 20 March 1917, 5). 

Public retail markets, which are what we would now consider "formers 

markets," became an institution in Grnnd Rapids through the work of wealthy, 










